264                       IMPERIAL   GERMANY
Certain concrete items in this large scheme of Imperial
dominion and strategy may be cited as conducing to this
untoward delay. So it would appear that the latterday rate
both of recuperation and of new growth on the part of
Russia has been unaccountably undervalued by the Imperial^
statesmen, both in the economic field and as regards mili-
tary equipment and organisation. The like can, of course,
scarcely be said for the case of France, nor for the United
Kingdom 5 although in the case of the latter there appears
to have been some appreciable, and for the Imperial cause
unfortunate, discrepancy between the effective support con-
tributed by the British colonies and the German statesmen's
estimates of it. Minor states involved in the present con-
flict appear also to have been disappointingly strong and
ready. On the other hand the colonial possessions of the
Empire have during these years not been in a securely de-
fensible condition, and it has apparently not been found
practicable to give them the necessary security by surround-
ing them with the requisite diplomatic defenses. There
would rightly be some reluctance about risking the loss of
these colonies when a respite might add materially to the
chances of holding them intact, whether by diplomatic guar-
anties or by warlike defences. Specifically, the continued oc-
cupation of Kiao Chao, <?.g0 could be rendered reasonably
secure with a suitable allowance of time to complete its
defences. In like manner there was the sanguine, perhaps
over-sanguine, project for taking over Turkey in Asia, or
more specifically the Mesopotamian-Chaldsean tract and the
right of way to the Persian gulf, coupled with the rehabili-
tation of the Ottoman power as a dependent state under the